CHAPTER XX PARASITES AND OTHER AILMENTS OF POULTRY
MANY farm flocks are infested with intestinal worms. The ones most often encountered are the round-worms, tapeworms, and csecal worms, The first two cause the most damage. A heavy infestation of tiny caecal worms may so lower the vitality of young chicks as to cause death, but it has not been demonstrated that these worms cause the death of adult fowls,
There is only one way to determine definitely whether a flock of chickens is infested with worms. This is to kill and examine a few birds suspected of being wormy. The worms in the intestines are big enough to be seen with the naked eye. It is commonly supposed that worms may be diagnosed in a flock by observing the symptoms shown by the sick birds. This may help to make a guess, but nothing more. A few of the birds may show symptoms of extreme weakness, lameness, and diarrhea, but this is not conclusive proof that they are wormy. A laying flock should never be treated unless they are known to be suffering from worms.
In examining dead birds the owner should remove the intestines and open them from end to end with a pair of sharp scissors. The finding of the worms in large numbers is conclusive proof that the flock is infested and should be treated. A number of thin, weak, or bedraggled, birds in a flock may cause a suspicion of worms. The examination verifies the diagnosis.
BOUND-WORMS
These worms measure from 1 to 5 inches in length, are white in color, and have sharp-pointed ends. A few
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